Michael Balsley  (Lab Director, Instructor)

Michael is the Director of the Visual and Performing Arts at Pacifica Christian High School, teaching techniques in acting, theater history, and American cinema.   

He has produced and directed productions of Shakespeare’s Taming of the Shrew and The Tempest, You Can’t Take it With You, Little Shop of Horrors, Ragtime, The dining Room, and Into the Woods  in the spring of 2009.  
He received his Masters of Fine Arts from New York University’s Graduate Acting program in 2003, where he was awarded the J.S. Seidman by the Tisch faculty as MFA Acting standard bearer.  He incorporates into his teaching courses in voice and speech, singing, clowning, commedia del' arte, improvisation, and circus.  He is also a working actor and proud member of both Actor’s Equity Association and the Screen Actors Guild.  He is a member of Los Angeles’s award-winning Pacific Resident Theatre company, appearing in Death of a Salesman, the 2007 LADCC award winning production of The Hasty Heart, Susan Lori Parks’ nation-wide production of 365days/365plays, and most recently the West Coast premiere of My Antonia.   
Other theater credits include New York premiers of Naomi Wallace’s In the Heart of America (Rising Circle) and Jovanka Bach’s Name Day (Barrow Group Theater), as well as The Heiress (The Mint), The Feigned Courtesans (New York Classical), One Flea Spare (Columbia Stages), Miss Julie and Stop/Kiss (Studio Tisch).  Regional theater credits include Take Me Out (St. Louis Rep, Kevin Kline Award Nominee; Theaterworks / Hartford Stage) and The Lion in Winter (Portland Stage Company).  Film and TV include The War Within, Nub3rs, and Medium,  as well as regional and national commercials. 
